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America’s higher education system is failing its students. In the space of a generation, we have gone from
being the best-educated society in the world to one surpassed by eleven other nations in college graduation
rates. Higher education is evolving into a caste system with separate and unequal tiers that take in students
from different socio-economic backgrounds and leave them more unequal than when they first enrolled.

Until the 1970s, the United States had a proud history of promoting higher education for its citizens. The
Morrill Act, the G.I. Bill and Pell Grants enabled Americans from across the income spectrum to attend
college and the nation led the world in the percentage of young adults with baccalaureate degrees. Yet since
1980, progress has stalled. Young adults from low to middle income families are not much more likely to
graduate from college than four decades ago. When less advantaged students do attend, they are largely
sequestered into inferior and often profit-driven institutions, from which many emerge without degrees—and
shouldering crushing levels of debt.

In Degrees of Inequality, acclaimed political scientist Suzanne Mettler explains why the system has gone so
horribly wrong and why the American Dream is increasingly out of reach for so many. In her eye-opening
account, she illuminates how political partisanship has overshadowed America’s commitment to equal access
to higher education. As politicians capitulate to corporate interests, owners of for-profit colleges benefit, but
for far too many students, higher education leaves them with little besides crippling student loan debt.
Meanwhile, the nation’s public universities have shifted the burden of rising costs onto students. In an era
when a college degree is more linked than ever before to individual—and societal—well-being, these
pressures conspire to make it increasingly difficult for students to stay in school long enough to graduate.

By abandoning their commitment to students, politicians are imperiling our highest ideals as a nation.
Degrees of Inequality offers an impassioned call to reform a higher education system that has come to
exacerbate, rather than mitigate, socioeconomic inequality in America.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Degrees of
Inequality: How the Politics of Higher Education Sabotaged the American Dream.

Doug Herring:

The reason why? Because this Degrees of Inequality: How the Politics of Higher Education Sabotaged the
American Dream is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write
the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you
I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Margaret Holt:

This Degrees of Inequality: How the Politics of Higher Education Sabotaged the American Dream is new
way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest
in reading this Degrees of Inequality: How the Politics of Higher Education Sabotaged the American Dream
can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.

James Hall:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Degrees of Inequality: How the Politics



of Higher Education Sabotaged the American Dream or perhaps others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Degrees of Inequality: How
the Politics of Higher Education Sabotaged the American Dream to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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