
Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults
Jerome Neu

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195388240
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195388240
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195388240


Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults

Jerome Neu

Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults Jerome Neu
"Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me." This schoolyard rhyme projects an
invulnerability to verbal insults that sounds good but rings false. Indeed, the need for such a verse belies its
own claims. For most of us, feeling insulted is a distressing-and distressingly common-experience. In Sticks
and Stones, philosopher Jerome Neu probes the nature, purpose, and effects of insults, exploring how and
why they humiliate, embarrass, infuriate, and wound us so deeply. What kind of injury is an insult? Is it
determined by the insulter or the insulted? What does it reveal about the character of both parties as well as
the character of society and its conventions? What role does insult play in social and legal life? When is
telling the truth an insult? Neu draws upon a wealth of examples and anecdotes-as well as a range of views
from Aristotle and Oliver Wendell Holmes to Oscar Wilde, John Wayne, Katherine Hepburn, and many
others-to provide surprising answers to these questions. He shows that what we find insulting can reveal
much about our ideas of character, honor, gender, the nature of speech acts, and social and legal conventions.
He considers how insults, both intentional and unintentional, make themselves felt-in play, Freudian slips,
insult humor, rituals, blasphemy, libel, slander, and hate speech. And he investigates the insult's
extraordinary power, why it can so quickly destabilize our sense of self and threaten our moral identity, the
very center of our self-respect and self-esteem. Entertaining, humorous, and deeply insightful, Sticks and
Stones unpacks the fascinating dynamics of a phenomenon more often painfully experienced than clearly
understood.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Sticks and Stones:
The Philosophy of Insults. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Evelyn Garcia:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults
is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Terry Klatt:

Often the book Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults has a lot of information on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Darren Reid:

The book untitled Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice examine.
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