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In 1858, Abraham Lincoln was known as a successful Illinois lawyer who had achieved some prominence in
state politics as a leader in the new Republican Party. Two years later, he was elected president and was on
his way to becoming the greatest chief executive in American history.

What carried this one-term congressman from obscurity to fame was the campaign he mounted for the
United States Senate against the country's most formidable politician, Stephen A. Douglas, in the summer
and fall of 1858. Lincoln challenged Douglas directly in one of his greatest speeches -- "A house divided
against itself cannot stand" -- and confronted Douglas on the questions of slavery and the inviolability of the
Union in seven fierce debates. As this brilliant narrative by the prize-winning Lincoln scholar Allen Guelzo
dramatizes, Lincoln would emerge a predominant national figure, the leader of his party, the man who would
bear the burden of the national confrontation.

Of course, the great issue between Lincoln and Douglas was slavery. Douglas was the champion of "popular
sovereignty," of letting states and territories decide for themselves whether to legalize slavery. Lincoln drew
a moral line, arguing that slavery was a violation both of natural law and of the principles expressed in the
Declaration of Independence. No majority could ever make slavery right, he argued.

Lincoln lost that Senate race to Douglas, though he came close to toppling the "Little Giant," whom almost
everyone thought was unbeatable. Guelzo's Lincoln and Douglas brings alive their debates and this whole
year of campaigns and underscores their centrality in the greatest conflict in American history.

The encounters between Lincoln and Douglas engage a key question in American political life: What is
democracy's purpose? Is it to satisfy the desires of the majority? Or is it to achieve a just and moral public
order? These were the real questions in 1858 that led to the Civil War. They remain questions for Americans
today.
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

The book Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library)? A few
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates
that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) has simple shape however you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

John Solorio:

This Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Lincoln
and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) can be on the list of
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Lincoln and
Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Brown:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that
Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) giving you another experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lois Hutter:

This Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) is brand
new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with.



Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library)
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also
knowledge.
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