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American fortunes were at a low point in the winter of 1777-78. The British had beaten the Continental
Army at Brandywine and Germantown, seized the colonial capital of Philadelphia, and driven Washington's
soldiers into barren Valley Forge. But, as Stephen Taaffe reveals, the Philadelphia Campaign marked a
turning point in the American Revolution despite these setbacks.

Occurring in the middle of the war in the heart of the colonies, this key but overlooked campaign dwarfed all
others in the war in terms of numbers of combatants involved, battles fought, and casualties sustained. For
the first time, British and American armies engaged out in the open on relatively equal terms. Although the
British won all the major battles, they were unable to crush the rebellion.

Taaffe presents a new narrative history of this campaign that took place not only in the hills and woods
surrounding Philadelphia, but also in east central New Jersey and along the Delaware River. He uses the
campaign to analyze British and American strategies, evaluate Washington's leadership, and assess the role
of subordinate officers such as Nathanael Greene and Anthony Wayne. He also offers new insights into
eighteenth-century warfare and shows how Washington transcended traditional military thinking to fashion a
strategy that accommodated American social, political, and economic realities.

During this campaign Washington came into his own as a commander of colonial forces and an astute
military strategist, and Taaffe demonstrates that Washington used the fighting around Philadelphia as a
proving ground for strategies that he applied later in the war. Taaffe also scrutinizes Washington's
relationship with the militia, whose failure to carry out its missions contributed to the general's problems.

Still, by enduring their losses and continuing to fight, the Americans exacted a heavy toll on Britain's
resources, helped to convince France to enter the war, and put the redcoats on the defensive. As Taaffe
shows, far from being inconclusive, the Philadelphia Campaign contributed more to American victory than
the colonists recognized at the time.
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From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Philadelphia
Campaign, 1777-1778 (Modern War Studies)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Frank Lantz:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Philadelphia Campaign, 1777-1778 (Modern War Studies) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The Philadelphia Campaign, 1777-1778 (Modern
War Studies) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Diane Gibbons:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Philadelphia Campaign, 1777-1778 (Modern War
Studies) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Philadelphia Campaign, 1777-
1778 (Modern War Studies).

Catherine Riddle:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Philadelphia Campaign, 1777-1778 (Modern War Studies) can



make you truly feel more interested to read.
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