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Burkert, Girard, and Smith hold important and contradictory theories about the nature and origin of ritual
sacrifice, and the role violence plays in religion and culture. These papers and conversations derive from a
conference that pursued the possibility and utility of a general theory of religion and culture, especially one
based on violence. The special value of this volume is the conversations as such—the real record of working
scholars engaged with one another's theories, as they make and meet challenges, and move and maneuver.

Girard and Burkert present different versions of the same conviction: that a single theory can account for
ritual and its social function, a theory that posits original acts of group violence. Smith sharply questions
both the possibility and the utility of such a general theory. Among the highlights of this stimulating
interchange of ideas is a searching criticism of Girard's theory of generative scapegoating, which he answers
with clarity and conviction, and a challenging of Burkert's theory of the origin of sacrifice in the hunt by
Smith's argument, posed as a jeu d'esprit, that sacrifice originates with the domestication of animals.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Gardner:

The book untitled Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and
Cultural Formation is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Violent Origins:
Walter Burkert, René Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jon Gonzalez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René Girard, and
Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Dena Ramirez:

The book untitled Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and
Cultural Formation contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

James Rohrbach:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René Girard, and
Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.
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