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In this richly illustrated study, Carol Mattingly examines the rhetoric of the temperance movement, the
largest political movement of women in the nineteenth century.

Tapping previously unexplored sources, Mattingly uncovers new voices and different perspectives, thus
greatly expanding our knowledge of temperance women in particular and of nineteenth-century women and
women's rhetoric in general. Her scope is broad: she looks at temperance fiction, newspaper accounts of
meetings and speeches, autobiographical and biographical accounts, and minutes of national and state
temperance meetings.

The women's temperance movement was first and foremost an effort by women to improve the lives of
women. Twentieth-centuty scholars often dismiss temperance women as conservative and complicit in their
own oppression. As Mattingly demonstrate, however, the opposite is true: temperance women made
purposeful rhetorical choices in their efforts to improve the lives of women. They carefully considered the
life circumstances of all women and sought to raise consciousness and achieve reform in an effective
manner. And they were effective, gaining legal, political, and social improvements for women as they
became the most influential and most successful group of women reformers in the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

Mattingly finds that, for a large number of women who were unhappy with their status in the nineteenth
century, the temperance movement provided an avenue for change. Examining the choices these women
made in their efforts to better conditions for women, Mattingly looks first at oral rhetoric among nineteenth-
century temperance women. She examines the early temperance speeches of activists like Susan B. Anthony
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who later chose to concentrate their effort in the suffrage organizations, and
those who continued to work on behalf of women primarily through the temperance topic, such as Amelia
Bloomer and Clarina Howard Nichols. Finally, she examines the rhetoric of members of the Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union—the largest organization of women in the nineteenth century.

Mattingly then turns to the rhetoric from perspectives outside those of mainstream, middle-class women. She
focuses on racial conflicts and alliances as an increasingly diverse membership threatened the unity and
harmony in the WCTU. Her primary source for this discussion is contemporary newspaper accounts of
temperance speeches.

Fiction by temperance writers also proves to be a fertile source for Mattingly's investigation. Insisting on
greater equality between men and women, this fiction candidly portrayed injustice toward women. Through
the temperance issue, Mattingly discovers, women could broach otherwise clandestine topics openly. She
also finds that many of the concerns of nineteenth-century temperance women are remarkably similar to
concerns of today’s feminists.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Vandyke:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Well-
Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century Temperance Rhetoric book as beginning and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Angela Babb:

Here thing why this kind of Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century Temperance Rhetoric are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century
Temperance Rhetoric giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century Temperance
Rhetoric. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century Temperance Rhetoric in e-
book can be your alternate.

Todd Robinson:

The event that you get from Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century Temperance Rhetoric is the more
deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century
Temperance Rhetoric giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
specific Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century Temperance Rhetoric instantly.

Tommy Wright:

This Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century Temperance Rhetoric is completely new way for you who
has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this Well-Tempered Women: Nineteenth-Century Temperance Rhetoric can be the light food for you



personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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