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Thornton Wilder was the rare writer whose achievements as a playwright were matched by equal abilities as
a novelist. As companion to its volume of Wilder?s collected plays, The Library of America?s edition of his
early novels and stories brings together five novels that highlight his wit, erudition, innovative formal
structures, and philosophical wisdom. Drawing on the post-collegiate year he spent in Rome, Wilder
fashioned in The Cabala a tale of youthful enchantment with the Eternal City in the form of a fictitious
memoir of an American student and the enigmatic coterie of noble Romans who draw him into their midst.
He followed this debut novel two years later with The Bridge of San Luis Rey, which catapulted him to
literary prominence and earned him the first of his three Pulitzer prizes. ?The Bridge,? Wilder later wrote,
?asked the question whether the intention that lies behind love was sufficient to justify the desperation of
living.? Set in 18th-century Peru, the book is a kind of theological detective story concerning a friar?s
investigations into the lives of five individuals before they were killed in a bridge collapse. An elegantly told
parable, with credible historical ambience and psychologically rounded characters, The Bridge of San Luis
Rey is primarily a probing inquiry into the nature of destiny and divine intention: Why did God allow these
particular people to die?

The Woman of Andros, based on the Andria of Roman writer Terence, is a meditation on the ancient world
filtered through the sensibility of a meditative courtesan; Heaven?s My Destination, a departure from
Wilder?s historical themes, is a picaresque romp through Depression-era America; and The Ides of March
takes up the story of Julius Caesar?s assassination by imagining the exchange of letters among such
prominent ancient figures as Catullus, Cleopatra, Cicero, and Caesar himself, ?groping in the open seas of
his unlimited power for the first principles which should guide him.? The volume concludes with a selection
of early short stories?among them ?Précautions Inutiles,? published here for the first time?and a selection of
essays that offers Wilder?s insights into the works of Stein and Joyce, as well as a lecture on letter writers
that bears on both The Bridge of San Luis Rey and The Ides of March.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Thornton Wilder:The Bridge of
San Luis Rey and Other Novels 1926-1948 (Library of America No. 194). All type of book is it possible to
see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Hilda Dumas:

Beside this specific Thornton Wilder:The Bridge of San Luis Rey and Other Novels 1926-1948 (Library of
America No. 194) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Thornton Wilder:The Bridge of San Luis
Rey and Other Novels 1926-1948 (Library of America No. 194) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from currently!

Laura Dupont:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Thornton Wilder:The Bridge of San Luis Rey and Other
Novels 1926-1948 (Library of America No. 194) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Virginia Hughes:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of
book Thornton Wilder:The Bridge of San Luis Rey and Other Novels 1926-1948 (Library of America No.
194). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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