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An inspired, original argument about the nature of democracy in American society, Becoming Citizensin the
Age of Television explores a political process out of touch with everyday needs and concerns of citizens.
Instead of focusing on polls and election results, historian David Thelen listens to Americans through their
calls and letters to congressmen in which citizens define for themselves the issues they want to raise and the
ways they want to be seen and heard.

Thelen argues that the self-referential world of politics and journalism during el ections excludes the concerns
and voices of Americans, resulting in lower voter turnouts and increased voter apathy. Televised hearings
and trials, however—from O. J. Simpson to Anita Hill vs. Clarence Thomasto Oliver North and Iran-
Contra—have ignited storms of controversy and public debate. Focusing upon the spontaneous, unmediated
reactions of American citizens to these events, Thelen discovers a new kind of political participation in
which Americans shape their interventions.

Through an analysis of aremarkable documentary collection—the correspondence sent by citizens to the
House Select Committee on Iran-Contrain the wake of the Oliver North testimony—Thelen explains how
Americans are reclaiming the political process. Examining more than 5,000 letters and telegrams, Thelen
uncovers the anger and resolve of avocal public insulted by the media and opinion-managers who have
misrepresented them as mindless supporters of "Olliemania."

Concluding with suggestions on how citizens can reclaim their voice from the opinion managing industries,
thiswork promises to provoke the kind of public discourse on which democracy depends.
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From reader reviews:
John James:

The book Becoming Citizensin the Age of Television: How Americans Challenged the Media and Seized
Political Initiative during the Iran-Contra Debate gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Becoming
Citizens in the Age of Television: How Americans Challenged the Media and Seized Political Initiative
during the Iran-Contra Debate for being your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and
read a e-book Becoming Citizens in the Age of Television: How Americans Challenged the Media and
Seized Political Initiative during the Iran-Contra Debate. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Ronna Rutledge:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Becoming Citizensin the Age of Television: How Americans Challenged the Media and Seized Political
Initiative during the Iran-Contra Debate the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get prior to. The Becoming Citizensin the Age of Television: How Americans Challenged the Media
and Seized Palitical Initiative during the Iran-Contra Debate giving you a different experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Charlotte Neville:

This Becoming Citizens in the Age of Television: How Americans Challenged the Media and Seized
Political Initiative during the Iran-Contra Debate is great e-book for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
kind of book revea it details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentencesin
it. Soif you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Becoming Citizens in the Age of Television: How Americans Challenged the Media and Seized Political
Initiative during the Iran-Contra Debate in your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not
ridiculous asingle. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
which?



Jason Howell:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is Becoming Citizens in the Age of Television: How Americans
Challenged the Media and Seized Political Initiative during the Iran-Contra Debate this guide consist alot of
the information of the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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