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"Gift of Darkness" tells the story of a boy who, like Anne Frank, lived in Nazi-occupied Amsterdam. Unlike
Anne, he was not taken into early hiding, but was able to move around the city, even to help serve its Jewish
community, and observe first-hand the ominous things that were happening.

Robbert Van Santen lived each day not knowing how or when the war would end, not being sure that he
would survive, not imagining that as an elder he would articulate his experiences to an American author.

To put one of Mary Oliver's poetic phrases in a new context, his story is "a box full of darkness," but in the
telling he offers the author and the reader the gift of stepping into his shoes and thus the satisfaction of
coming to understand a teenager's challenging life.
What did Robbert do afterward? He sought "to find joy in life despite what happened. Not instead of the
memories, but as a response to them."
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Gift of Darkness: Growing Up in Occupied
Amsterdam book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Dawn Dustin:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
you to definitely imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your
knowledge to other people. When you read this Gift of Darkness: Growing Up in Occupied Amsterdam, you
could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a guide.

David George:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled Gift of Darkness: Growing Up in Occupied Amsterdam
can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James McNally:

You can find this Gift of Darkness: Growing Up in Occupied Amsterdam by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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