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Our world is saturated with images. Overwhelmed by this proliferation of visual stimuli, our gaze becomes
increasingly bored and distracted. Do we ever really read and engage with images? Can they ever provide the
sense of meaningfulness we crave?

French-Jewish philosopher Emmanuel Levinas confronted and subverted these questions. A superficial
reading of his works might indicate an ambivalence if not a wholesale critique of the visual, whose mode of
signification remains, for him, objectified, finite and flat. Yet an enigmatic statement – 'Ethics is an optics' –
recurred throughout his work. Hagi Kenaan takes this mysterious idea as the starting point for a strikingly
original philosophical argument on the place of visuality in Levinas' ethics. The Ethics of Visuality analyses
Levinas' philosophy of the human face in order to show how his vision of 'Otherness'(alterity and
transcendence) can open up for us a new and surprising kind of optics that is so needed for an ethical living
in the contemporary world.

Where other critical approaches have largely undermined Levinas' ambivalence towards the visual, The
Ethics of Visuality uncovers the relevance of Levinas' bias against the visual to developing a radical
philosophy/theory of visual meaning in which the aesthetic is always already intertwined with the ethical.
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From reader reviews:

Sheldon Downs:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the Contemporary Gaze (International
Library of Contemporary Philosophy). Try to make book The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the
Contemporary Gaze (International Library of Contemporary Philosophy) as your buddy. It means that it can
to be your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Brittany Schafer:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the
Contemporary Gaze (International Library of Contemporary Philosophy) will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Darryl Payton:

The particular book The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the Contemporary Gaze (International Library of
Contemporary Philosophy) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Robert Hensley:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the
Contemporary Gaze (International Library of Contemporary Philosophy) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide The
Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the Contemporary Gaze (International Library of Contemporary
Philosophy) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of this time.
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