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'The novel has everything: an absorbing melodrama, with a supporting cast of heroes, villains and
eccentrics, set in a London where vast wealth and desperate poverty live cheek-by-jowl' Jasper Rees,
The Times

When Nicholas Nickleby is left penniless after his father's death, he appeals to his wealthy uncle to help him
find work and to protect his mother and sister. But Ralph Nickleby proves both hard-hearted and
unscrupulous, and Nicholas finds himself forced to make his own way in the world. His adventures gave
Dickens the opportunity to portray an extraordinary gallery of rogues and eccentrics: Wackford Squeers, the
tyrannical headmaster of Dotheboys Hall, a school for unwanted boys, the slow-witted orphan Smike,
rescued by Nicholas, the pretentious Mantalinis and the gloriously theatrical Mr and Mrs Crummels and their
daughter, the 'infant phenomenon'. Like many of Dickens's novels, Nicholas Nickleby is characterised by his
outrage at cruelty and social injustice, but it is also a flamboyantly exuberant work, whose loose, haphazard
progress harks back to the picaresque novels of Tobias Smollett and Henry Fielding. In his introduction
Mark Ford compares Nicholas Nickleby to eighteenth-century picaresque novels, and examines Dickens's
criticism of the 'Yorkshire schools', his social satire and use of language. This edition includes the original
illustrations by 'Phiz', Dickens's original preface to the work, a chronology and a list of further reading.  

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin Classics).

John Lee:

This Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin Classics) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin Classics) can be one of many great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Nicholas
Nickleby (Penguin Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Nicolas Jones:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Nicholas Nickleby
(Penguin Classics) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Anthony Davidson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin Classics). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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