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Barbara J. Shapiro traces the surprising genesis of the "fact," a modern concept that, she convincingly
demonstrates, originated not in natural science but in legal discourse. She follows the concept's evolution and
diffusion across a variety of disciplines in early modern England, examining how the emerging "culture of
fact" shaped the epistemological assumptions of each intellectual enterprise.Drawing on an astonishing
breadth of research, Shapiro probes the fact's changing identity from an alleged human action to a proven
natural or human happening. The crucial first step in this transition occurred in the sixteenth century when
English common law established a definition of fact which relied on eyewitnesses and testimony. The
concept widened to cover natural as well as human events as a result of developments in news reportage and
travel writing. Only then, Shapiro discovers, did scientific philosophy adopt the category "fact." With
Francis Bacon advocating more stringent criteria, the witness became a vital component in scientific
observation and experimentation. Shapiro also recounts how England's preoccupation with the fact
influenced historiography, religion, and literature?which saw the creation of a fact-oriented fictional genre,
the novel.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Leclair:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720.
All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Emma Berkey:

This A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having A Culture of Fact:
England, 1550-1720 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

David Black:

Beside this kind of A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from now!

Kristopher Lewis:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top record in your reading list will be A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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