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Nearly every American can cite at least one of the accomplishments of George Washington Carver. The
many tributes honoring his contributions to scientific advancement and black history include a national
monument bearing his name, a U.S.-minted coin featuring his likeness, and induction into the National
Inventors Hall of Fame. Born into slavery, Carver earned a master's degree at Iowa State Agricultural
College and went on to become that university's first black faculty member. A keen painter who chose
agricultural studies over art, he focused the majority of his research on peanuts and sweet potatoes. His
scientific breakthroughs with the crops both of which would replenish the cotton-leached soil of the South
helped spare multitudes of sharecroppers from poverty. Despite Carver's lifelong difficulties with systemic
racial prejudice, when he died in 1943, millions of Americans mourned the passing of one of the nation's
most honored and well-known scientists. Scores of children's books celebrate the contributions of this
prolific botanist, but no biographer has fully examined both his personal life and career until now.

Christina Vella offers a thorough biography of George Washington Carver, including in-depth details of his
relationships with his friends, colleagues, supporters, and those he loved. Despite the exceptional trajectory
of his career, Carver was not immune to the racism of the Jim Crow era or the privations and hardships of the
Great Depression and two world wars. Yet throughout this tumultuous period, his scientific achievements
aligned him with equally extraordinary friends, including Teddy Roosevelt, Mohandas Gandhi, Henry A.
Wallace, and Henry Ford.

In pursuit of the man behind the historical figure, Vella discovers an unassuming intellectual with a quirky
sense of humor, striking eccentricities, and an unwavering religious faith. She explores Carver's anguished
dealings with Booker T. Washington across their nineteen years working together at the Tuskegee Institute a
turbulent partnership often fraught with jealousy. Uneasy in personal relationships, Carver lost one woman
he loved to suicide and, years later, directed his devotion toward a white man.

A prodigious and generous scholar whose life was shaped by struggle and heartbreak as well as success and
fame, George Washington Carver remains a key figure in the history of southern agriculture, botanical
advancement, and the struggle for civil rights. Vella's extensively researched biography offers a complex and
compelling portrait of one of the most brilliant men of the last century.
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From reader reviews:

Avis Zeiger:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book George Washington Carver: A
Life (Southern Biography Series). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Larry Murray:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely George Washington Carver: A Life (Southern Biography Series).

Mary Perry:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving George Washington Carver:
A Life (Southern Biography Series) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you could pick George Washington Carver: A Life (Southern Biography
Series) become your current starter.

Steve Franklin:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book George Washington Carver: A Life (Southern Biography
Series) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book George Washington Carver: A
Life (Southern Biography Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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