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Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797) was the first champion of women's rights in the modern Western world.
Wollstonecraft's experience teaching young women in London led her to write her first book, in which she
argued for equal education for girls and boys. The moderate success of her autobiographical novel Mary, A
Fiction convinced her to start writing full-time. Under the tutelage of her publisher and mentor Joseph
Johnson, she joined a circle of liberal intellectuals which included poet and artist William Blake, chemist
Joseph Priestley, and political thinker William Godwin.

In 1790 Wollstonecraft penned A Vindication of the Rights of Men, an impassioned reply to conservative
criticism of the French Revolution and a call for social equality. She developed her ideas further in A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman, which extended the notion of natural rights to include women's rights as
well. Going so far as to suggest that women should be allowed to vote, Wollstonecraft's revolutionary ideas
garnered her overnight fame--and notoriety. She traveled to Paris, lived through the Reign of Terror, fell in
love with an American, and gave birth to her first daughter. Though the love affair ended tragically, resulting
in her thwarted suicide attempt, she happily wed William Godwin in 1797. That year she gave birth to her
second child (the future author of Frankenstein Mary Shelley). She died a few days later from complications
of childbirth.Wollstonecraft's writing inspired leaders of the American woman suffrage movement, such as
Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and moved one admirer to call her a "pioneer of modern
womanhood."

Oxford Portraits are informative and insightful biographies of people whose lives shaped their times and
continue to influence ours. Based on the most recent scholarship, they draw heavily on primary sources,
including writings by and about their subjects. Each book is illustrated with a wealth of photographs,
documents, memorabilia, framing the personality and achievements of its subject against the backdrop of
history.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Lemaster:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Mary Wollstonecraft: Mother of Women's Rights (Oxford
Portraits).

Bernice Hicks:

Often the book Mary Wollstonecraft: Mother of Women's Rights (Oxford Portraits) will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Mary Wollstonecraft: Mother of
Women's Rights (Oxford Portraits) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lawrence Richardson:

Mary Wollstonecraft: Mother of Women's Rights (Oxford Portraits) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Mary
Wollstonecraft: Mother of Women's Rights (Oxford Portraits) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Thomas Paine:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mary Wollstonecraft: Mother of
Women's Rights (Oxford Portraits) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?
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