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This work represents the first comparative study of the folk revival movement in Anglophone Canada and
the United States and combines this with discussion of the way folk music intersected with, and was
structured by, conceptions of national affinity and national identity. Based on original archival research
carried out principally in Toronto, Washington and Ottawa, it is a thematic, rather than general, study of the
movement which has been influenced by various academic disciplines, including history, musicology and
folklore. Dr Gillian Mitchell begins with an introduction that provides vital context for the subject by tracing
the development of the idea of 'the folk', folklore and folk music since the nineteenth century, and how that
idea has been applied in the North American context, before going on to examine links forged by folksong
collectors, artists and musicians between folk music and national identity during the early twentieth century.
With the 'boom' of the revival in the early sixties came the ways in which the movement in both countries
proudly promoted a vision of nation that was inclusive, pluralistic and eclectic. It was a vision which proved
compatible with both Canada and America, enabling both countries to explore a diversity of music without
exclusiveness or narrowness of focus. It was also closely linked to the idealism of the grassroots political
movements of the early 1960s, such as integrationist civil rights, and the early student movement. After 1965
this inclusive vision of nation in folk music began to wane. While the celebrations of the Centennial in
Canada led to a re-emphasis on the 'Canadianness' of Canadian folk music, the turbulent events in the United
States led many ex-revivalists to turn away from politics and embrace new identities as introspective singer-
songwriters. Many of those who remained interested in traditional folk music styles, such as Celtic or
Klezmer music, tended to be very insular and conservative in their approach, rather than linking their chosen
genre to a wider world of folk music; however, more recent attempts at 'fusion' or 'world' music suggest a
return to the eclectic spirit of the 1960s folk revival. Thus, from 1945 to 1980, folk music in Canada and
America experienced an evolving and complex relationship with the concepts of nation and national identity.
Students will find the book useful as an introduction, not only to key themes in the folk revival, but also to
concepts in the study of national identity and to topics in American and Canadian cultural history. Academic
specialists will encounter an alternative perspective from the more general, broad approach offered by earlier
histories of the folk revival movement.
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From reader reviews:

Donovan Pena:

The book The North American Folk Music Revival: Nation And Identity in the United States And Canada,
1945-1980 (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The North American Folk
Music Revival: Nation And Identity in the United States And Canada, 1945-1980 (Ashgate Popular and Folk
Music Series) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and
read a reserve The North American Folk Music Revival: Nation And Identity in the United States And
Canada, 1945-1980 (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Thomas Paris:

The publication with title The North American Folk Music Revival: Nation And Identity in the United States
And Canada, 1945-1980 (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) posesses a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Elvira Eberhardt:

The North American Folk Music Revival: Nation And Identity in the United States And Canada, 1945-1980
(Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The North American Folk
Music Revival: Nation And Identity in the United States And Canada, 1945-1980 (Ashgate Popular and Folk
Music Series) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.

Gina Reiter:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. From the book The North American Folk Music Revival: Nation And Identity in the United States



And Canada, 1945-1980 (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The North American
Folk Music Revival: Nation And Identity in the United States And Canada, 1945-1980 (Ashgate Popular and
Folk Music Series). You can more attractive than now.
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