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Is theater really dead? Does the theater, as its champions insist, really provide a more intimate experience
than film? If so, how have changes in cinematic techniques and technologies altered the relationship between
stage and film? What are the inherent limitations of representing three-dimensional spaces in a two-
dimensional one, and vice versa?
 
American Drama in the Age of Film examines the strengths and weaknesses of both the dramatic and
cinematic arts to confront the standard arguments in the film-versus-theater debate. Using widely known
adaptations of ten major plays, Brietzke seeks to highlight the inherent powers of each medium and draw
conclusions not just about how they differ, but how they ought to differ as well. He contrasts both stage and
film productions of, among other works, David Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross, Sam Shepard’s True West,
Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Margaret Edson’s Wit, Tony Kushner’s Angels in America,
Tennessee Williams’s Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman, and August Wilson’s
The Piano Lesson. In reading the dual productions of these works, Brietzke finds that cinema has indeed
stolen much of theater’s former thunder, by making drama more intimate, and visceral than most live events.
 
But theater is still vital and matters greatly, Brietzke argues, though for reasons that run counter to many of
the virtues traditionally attributed to it as an art form, such as intimacy and spontaneity. Brietzke seeks to
revitalize perceptions of theater by challenging those common pieties and offering a new critical paradigm,
one that champions spectacle and simultaneity as the most, not least, important elements of drama.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Rodrigue:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book American Drama in the
Age of Film. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Alan Coleman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important usually. The book American Drama in the Age of Film
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book American Drama in the Age of Film is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book American Drama
in the Age of Film. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jeffrey Stampley:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve American Drama in the Age of Film was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Robert Lindsey:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book American Drama in the Age of Film was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book American Drama in the Age of Film has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading that.
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