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The crooner Rudy Vallée's soft, intimate, and sensual vocal delivery simultaneously captivated millions of
adoring fans and drew harsh criticism from those threatened by his sensitive masculinity. Although Vallée
and other crooners reflected the gender fluidity of late-1920s popular culture, their challenge to the
Depression era's more conservative masculine norms led cultural authorities to stigmatize them as gender
and sexual deviants. In Real Men Don't Sing Allison McCracken outlines crooning's history from its origins
in minstrelsy through its development as the microphone sound most associated with white recording artists,
band singers, and radio stars. She charts early crooners’ rise and fall between 1925 and 1934, contrasting
Rudy Vallée with Bing Crosby to demonstrate how attempts to contain crooners created and dictated
standards of white masculinity for male singers. Unlike Vallée, Crosby survived the crooner backlash by
adapting his voice and persona to adhere to white middle-class masculine norms. The effects of these norms
are felt to this day, as critics continue to question the masculinity of youthful, romantic white male singers.
Crooners, McCracken shows, not only were the first pop stars: their short-lived yet massive popularity
fundamentally changed American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbi Gonzales:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in American Culture
(Refiguring American Music) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in
American Culture (Refiguring American Music) is not only giving you far more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship using the book Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in American Culture (Refiguring
American Music). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Timothy Bullock:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Real Men Don't Sing:
Crooning in American Culture (Refiguring American Music) book as starter and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Miguel Penix:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in
American Culture (Refiguring American Music) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Rodney Natale:

Beside this Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in American Culture (Refiguring American Music) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in American Culture
(Refiguring American Music) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still



want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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