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Over the last decade (and indeed ever since the Cold War), the rise of insurgents and non-state actors in war,
and their readiness to use terror and other irregular methods of fighting, have led commentators to speak of
'new wars'. They have assumed that the 'old wars' were waged solely between states, and were accordingly
fought between comparable and 'symmetrical' armed forces. Much of this commentary has lacked context or
sophistication. It has been bounded by norms and theories more than the messiness of reality. Fed by the
impact of the 9/11 attacks, it has privileged some wars and certain trends over others. Most obviously it has
been historically unaware. But it has also failed to consider many of the other dimensions which help us to
define what war is--legal, ethical, religious, and social.

The Changing Character of War, the fruit of a five-year interdisciplinary program at Oxford Univeresity of
the same name, draws together all these themes, in order to distinguish between what is really changing
about war and what only seems to be changing. Self-evidently, as the product of its own times, the character
of each war is always changing. But if war's character is in flux, its underlying nature contains its own
internal consistency. Each war is an adversarial business, capable of generating its own dynamic, and
therefore of spiralling in directions that are never totally predictable. War is both utilitarian, the tool of
policy, and dysfunctional. This book brings together scholars with world-wide reputations, drawn from a
clutch of different disciplines, but united by a common intellectual goal: that of understanding a problem of
extraordinary importance for our times.

This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Program on the Changing Character of War.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Byrd:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Changing Character of War. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Changing
Character of War. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Albert Gilchrist:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Changing Character of War why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Stacey Pinkston:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Changing Character of War can give you a lot of
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Changing Character of War.

Angela Strange:

You will get this The Changing Character of War by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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