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In every generation, Americans have worried about the solidarity of the nation. Since the days of the
Mayflower, those already settled here have wondered how newcomers with different cultures, values, and
(frequently) skin color would influence America. Would the new groups create polarization and disharmony?
Thus far, the United States has a remarkable track record of incorporating new people into American society,
but acceptance and assimilation have never meant equality. In Century of Difference, Claude Fischer and
Michael Hout provide a compelling—and often surprising—new take on the divisions and commonalities
among the American public over the tumultuous course of the twentieth century.

Using a hundred years worth of census and opinion poll data, Century of Difference shows how the social,
cultural, and economic fault lines in American life shifted in the last century. It demonstrates how
distinctions that once loomed large later dissipated, only to be replaced by new ones. Fischer and Hout find
that differences among groups by education, age, and income expanded, while those by gender, region,
national origin, and, even in some ways, race narrowed. As the twentieth century opened, a person’s national
origin was of paramount importance, with hostilities running high against Africans, Chinese, and southern
and eastern Europeans. Today, diverse ancestries are celebrated with parades. More important than ancestry
for today’s Americans is their level of schooling. Americans with advanced degrees are increasingly putting
distance between themselves and the rest of society—in both a literal and a figurative sense. Differences in
educational attainment are tied to expanding inequalities in earnings, job quality, and neighborhoods. Still,
there is much that ties all Americans together. Century of Difference knocks down myths about a growing
culture war. Using seventy years of survey data, Fischer and Hout show that Americans did not become more
fragmented over values in the late-twentieth century, but rather were united over shared ideals of self-
reliance, family, and even religion.

As public debate has flared up over such matters as immigration restrictions, the role of government in
redistributing resources to the poor, and the role of religion in public life, it is important to take stock of the
divisions and linkages that have typified the U.S. population over time. Century of Difference lucidly profiles
the evolution of American social and cultural differences over the last century, examining the shifting
importance of education, marital status, race, ancestry, gender, and other factors on the lives of Americans
past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

With other case, little persons like to read book Century of Difference: How America Changed in the Last
One Hundred Years. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Century of Difference: How America Changed in the Last One Hundred Years. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Lewis Labelle:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Century of Difference: How America Changed in the Last One Hundred
Years can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Betty Giuliani:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Century of Difference: How
America Changed in the Last One Hundred Years that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Century of Difference: How America
Changed in the Last One Hundred Years become your personal starter.

Shawn Martinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very important
in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Century of Difference: How America Changed in



the Last One Hundred Years.
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