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The mythic figure of Malcolm X conjures up a variety of images--black nationalist, extremist, civil rights
leader, hero. But how often is Malcolm X understood as a religious leader, a man profoundly affected by his
relationship with Allah?

During Malcolm's life and since, the press has focused on the Nation of Islam's rejection of integration,
offering an extremely limited picture of its ideology and religious philosophy. Mainstream media have
ignored the religious foundation at the heart of the Nation and failed to show it in light of other separatist
religious movements. With the spirituality of cultic black Islam unexplored and the most controversial
elements of the Nation exploited, its most famous member, Malcolm X, became one of the most
misunderstood leaders in history.

In On the Side of My People, Louis A. DeCaro, Jr. offers the first book length religious treatment of Malcolm
X. Malcolm X was certainly a political man. Yet he was also a man of Allah, struggling with his
salvation—as concerned with redemption as with revolution.

Drawing on a wide variety of sources, including extensive interviews with Malcolm's oldest brother, FBI
surveillance documents, the black press, and tape-recorded speeches and interviews, DeCaro examines the
charismatic leader from the standpoint of his two conversion experiences--to the Nation while he was in jail
and to traditional Islam climaxing in his pilgrimage to Mecca. Examining Malcolm beyond his well-known
years as spokesman for the Nation, On the Side My People explores Malcolm's early religious training and
the influence of his Garveyite parents, his relationship with Elijah Muhammad, his often overlooked journey
to Africa in 1959, and his life as a traditional Muslim after the 1964 pilgrimage. In his critical analysis of
The Autobiography of Malcolm X, DeCaro provides insight into the motivation behind Malcolm's own story,
offering a key to understanding how and why Malcolm portrayed his life in his own autobiography as told to
Alex Haley.

Inspiring and necessary, On the Side My People presents readers with a Malcolm X few were privileged to
know. By filling in the gaps of Malcolm's life, DeCaro paints a more complete portrait of one of the most
powerful and relevant civil rights figures in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Calderon:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this On the Side of My People: A Religious Life of Malcolm X.

Alma Medina:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The On the Side of My People: A
Religious Life of Malcolm X is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Cara Shaver:

Often the book On the Side of My People: A Religious Life of Malcolm X will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book On the Side of My People: A Religious Life
of Malcolm X is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mary Otter:

The reserve untitled On the Side of My People: A Religious Life of Malcolm X is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of On the Side of My People: A Religious Life of Malcolm X from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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