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The Drowned Muse is a study of the extraordinary destiny, in the history of European culture, of an object
which could seem, at first glance, quite ordinary in the history of European culture. It tells the story of a
mask, the cast of a young girl's face entitled "L'Inconnue de la Seine" (the Unknown Woman of the Seine),
and its subsequent metamorphoses as a cultural figure. Legend has it that the "Inconnue" drowned herself in
Paris at the end of the nineteenth century. The forensic scientist tending to her unidentified corpse at the
Paris Morgue was supposedly so struck by her allure that he captured in plaster the contours of her face. This
unknown girl, also called "The Mona Lisa of Suicide," has since become the object of an obsessive interest
that started in the late 1890s, reached its peak in the 1930s, and continues to reverberate today.

Aby Warburg defines art history as "a ghost story for grown-ups." This study is simlarly "a ghost story for
grown-ups," narrating the aura of a cultural object that crosses temporal, geographical, and linguistic
frontiers. It views the "Inconnue" as a symptomatic expression of a modern world haunted by the earlier
modernity of the nineteenth century. It also investigates how the mask's metamorphoses reflect major shifts
in the cultural history of the last two centuries, approaching the "Iconnue" as an entry point to understand a
phenomenon characteristic of 20th- and 21st-century modernity: the translatability of media. Doing so, this
study mobilizes discourses surrounding the "Inconnue," casting them as points of negotiation through which
we may consider the modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amato:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the
Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs).

Kenneth Flowers:

The book The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford
Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Drowned
Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and
Literature Monographs)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Drowned Muse:
Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature
Monographs) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

William Oden:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of
Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) can be good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Bertha Boone:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman
Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) or perhaps others



sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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