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A cultural “biography” of Robert Frost’s beloved poem, arguably the most popular piece of literature
written by an American

“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood . . .” One hundred years after its first publication in August 1915,
Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” is so ubiquitous that it’s easy to forget that it is, in fact, a poem.
Yet poetry it is, and Frost’s immortal lines remain unbelievably popular. And yet in spite of this devotion,
almost everyone gets the poem hopelessly wrong.
 

David Orr’s The Road Not Taken dives directly into the controversy, illuminating the poem’s enduring
greatness while revealing its mystifying contradictions. Widely admired as the poetry columnist for The New
York Times Book Review, Orr is the perfect guide for lay readers and experts alike. Orr offers a lively look at
the poem’s cultural influence, its artistic complexity, and its historical journey from the margins of the First
World War all the way to its canonical place today as a true masterpiece of American literature.
 

“The Road Not Taken” seems straightforward: a nameless traveler is faced with a choice: two paths forward,
with only one to walk. And everyone remembers the traveler taking “the one less traveled by, / And that has
made all the difference.” But for a century readers and critics have fought bitterly over what the poem really
says. Is it a paean to triumphant self-assertion, where an individual boldly chooses to live outside
conformity? Or a biting commentary on human self-deception, where a person chooses between identical
roads and yet later romanticizes the decision as life altering?

What Orr artfully reveals is that the poem speaks to both of these impulses, and all the possibilities that lie
between them. The poem gives us a portrait of choice without making a decision itself. And in this, “The
Road Not Taken” is distinctively American, for the United States is the country of choice in all its
ambiguous splendor.

Published for the poem’s centennial—along with a new Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition of Frost’s poems,
edited and introduced by Orr himself—The Road Not Taken is a treasure for all readers, a triumph of artistic
exploration and cultural investigation that sings with its own unforgettably poetic voice.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Primo:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem Everyone Loves and Almost Everyone Gets Wrong?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Daniel Trimble:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Road Not Taken: Finding
America in the Poem Everyone Loves and Almost Everyone Gets Wrong will make you to become smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading
any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying
to find best book or ideal book with you?

Geraldine Louis:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem
Everyone Loves and Almost Everyone Gets Wrong why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Rose Rafferty:

You will get this The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem Everyone Loves and Almost Everyone
Gets Wrong by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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