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Swimming is Britain's most popular participation sport. Nearly one in four people swim at least once a
month, with around 80 million visits to swimming pools recorded every year. Surprisingly, although public
baths have formed a vital part of community life since an 1846 Act of Parliament, their story has never been
told in book form until now.  Great Lengths , the eighth book in the acclaimed Played in Britain series, traces
the development of indoor public baths and pools, from the earliest subscription baths of the Georgian period
and the first municipal baths in Liverpool in 1829, to the current generation of leisure pools with their flumes
and potted palm trees.  In both the public and private sectors the golden era of pool design fell between the
1880s and 1914, when over 600 baths were constructed, many rich in architectural detail and technological
innovation. The magnificent Victoria Baths in Manchester completed in 1906 (2003 winner of BBC2
Restoration series) set new standards for opulence. Birmingham's Balsall Heath Baths (1907), London's
Haggerston Baths (1904) and similar establishments in Hull, Nottingham and Glasgow equally reflected the
civic pride of their creators, as greater awareness of hygiene and physical fitness brought safe swimming and
recreation to the urban masses. A further burst of activity between the wars saw a new generation of concrete
and glass Art Deco baths and in the 1960s these were joined by classic Modern designs.  Great Lengths is no
mere exercise in nostalgia. Scores of Victorian and Edwardian baths have been allowed to deteriorate.
Dozens remain closed and the subject of long running campaigns for restoration. Yet many modern baths
built in the late 20th century have also been found wanting. For this reason, this book will serve as an
important reference for anyone involved in the current debate, whether as swimmers or providers.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Carr:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Great Lengths: The Historic Indoor Swimming Pools
of Britain (Played in Britain) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Domingo Adams:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Great
Lengths: The Historic Indoor Swimming Pools of Britain (Played in Britain) the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get previous to. The Great Lengths: The Historic Indoor Swimming Pools of Britain (Played in
Britain) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Zachary Connors:

Great Lengths: The Historic Indoor Swimming Pools of Britain (Played in Britain) can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Great Lengths: The Historic Indoor Swimming Pools of Britain (Played in Britain) nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Joan James:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Great
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