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The motet began as a form of sacred vocal music in several parts; a cantus firmus or tenor, drawn from
sacred Latin chant, served as a foundation for one or more upper voices. The French motet was a well-
established form by the middle of the thirteenth century, as were bilingual motets that combined at least one
French and one Latin text among the upper voices.

Though some attention is paid to melodic structure and the relationship between text and music, this book
focuses on the literary artistry of the texts of French and bilingual motets, notably the special feature of
motets that distinguished them from other medieval lyric forms: the phenomenon of polytextuality. The
author analyzes both the interaction of the texts within a motet (when there is more than one texted voice)
and the relationship between the texted voice(s) and the tenor.

Although some French motets employ vernacular refrains as tenors, the vast majority use Latin tenors, thus
maintaining an explicit tie to the liturgical origins of the genre. This presence of sacred and profane elements
within a single motet presents an interpretive dilemma that the author suggests can be resolved through an
allegorical or parodic reading; indeed, she argues that the tension between allegory and parody is an essential
feature of the French motet.

The book examines the creative juxtaposition of sacred tenors and vernacular lyric motifs, and the resulting
interplay of allegorical and parodic meanings, focusing in particular on the female persona as object of desire
and as desiring subject, and on the motives of the separation and reunion of lovers. The author's analysis also
discusses the links between the French motet and the secular lyric, the allegorization of love poetry in
sermons and mystical texts, sacred parody, and the playful use of liturgical and biblical citations in erotic
poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Fatima Leonard:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Allegorical Play in the
Old French Motet: The Sacred and the Profane in Thirteenth-Century Polyphony (Figurae: Reading
Medieval Culture) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tamiko Harmon:

This book untitled Allegorical Play in the Old French Motet: The Sacred and the Profane in Thirteenth-
Century Polyphony (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Aaron Edgington:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Allegorical Play in the Old French Motet: The Sacred and the Profane in Thirteenth-Century Polyphony
(Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book
then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Allegorical
Play in the Old French Motet: The Sacred and the Profane in Thirteenth-Century Polyphony (Figurae:
Reading Medieval Culture) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Bernard Taylor:

The book untitled Allegorical Play in the Old French Motet: The Sacred and the Profane in Thirteenth-
Century Polyphony (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
provides you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to



purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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