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In December of 2001 Jeff Ferrell quit his job as tenured professor, moved back to his hometown of Fort
Worth, Texas, and, with a place to live but no real income, began an eight-month odyssey of essentially
living off of the street. Empire of Scrounge tells the story of this unusual journey into the often illicit worlds
of scrounging, recycling, and second-hand living. Existing as a dumpster diver and trash picker, Ferrell
adopted a way of life that was both field research and free-form survival. Riding around on his scrounged
BMX bicycle, Ferrell investigated the million-dollar mansions, working-class neighborhoods, middle class
suburbs, industrial and commercial strips, and the large downtown area, where he found countless discarded
treasures, from unopened presents and new clothes to scrap metal and even food.

Richly illustrated throughout, Empire of Scrounge is both a personal journey and a larger tale about the
changing values of American society. Perhaps nowhere else do the fault lines of inequality get reflected so
clearly than at the curbside trash can, where one person's garbage often becomes another's bounty.
Throughout this engaging narrative, full of a colorful cast of characters, from the mansion living
suburbanites to the junk haulers themselves, Ferrell makes a persuasive argument about the dangers of over-
consumption. With landfills overflowing, today’s highly disposable culture produces more trash than ever
before—and yet the urge to consume seems limitless.

In the end, while picking through the city's trash was often dirty and unpleasant work, unearthing other
people's discards proved to be unquestionably illuminating. After all, what we throw away says more about
us than what we keep.
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From reader reviews:

Misty Barrientos:

The book Empire of Scrounge: Inside the Urban Underground of Dumpster Diving, Trash Picking, and Street
Scavenging (Alternative Criminology) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Empire of Scrounge:
Inside the Urban Underground of Dumpster Diving, Trash Picking, and Street Scavenging (Alternative
Criminology) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve
Empire of Scrounge: Inside the Urban Underground of Dumpster Diving, Trash Picking, and Street
Scavenging (Alternative Criminology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Willie Collier:

The particular book Empire of Scrounge: Inside the Urban Underground of Dumpster Diving, Trash Picking,
and Street Scavenging (Alternative Criminology) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book Empire of Scrounge: Inside the Urban Underground of Dumpster
Diving, Trash Picking, and Street Scavenging (Alternative Criminology) is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ralph Pettie:

The publication with title Empire of Scrounge: Inside the Urban Underground of Dumpster Diving, Trash
Picking, and Street Scavenging (Alternative Criminology) contains a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jesse Eriksen:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Empire of Scrounge: Inside the Urban Underground of Dumpster Diving, Trash Picking, and Street
Scavenging (Alternative Criminology) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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