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In contrast to later imperial pursuits in Mexico, Cuba, and the Philippines, the early United States extended
its boundaries through less sensational modes of territorialization: land deals, slavery expansion, treaty
diplomacy, immigration and settlement, and the addition of new states on the border. Never the exclusive
top-down product of any single strategic plan, empire building relied rather on a hazy, ever-shifting
boundary between state and non-state action.

Territories of Empire examines the border writings of U.S. explorers, politicians, travelers, novelists,
merchants, newspapermen, and other eye-witnesses to the rapid expansion of the United States in the
aftermath of the Louisiana Purchase. It traces how different authors and texts imagined the relations between
nation-state and border and reveals how continental ambitions were achieved through the uneven and
unpredictable process of territorialization. Andy Doolen looks to writings as dissimilar as Kentucky
newspaper accounts of the Aaron Burr conspiracy, the explorer Zebulon Pike's 1810 account of making
peace with the Santee Sioux before becoming terribly lost near the upper Rio Grande, and Timothy Flint's
1826 novel about a young New Englander who fights in the Mexican independence struggle in showing how
national sentiments were galvanized in support of greater territorial and commercial growth. To this end,
Doolen makes clear how both private citizens and government officials collectively authored the spatial logic
of a continental republic.

Combining textual analysis with theories of transnationalism and empire, Territories of Empire reconstructs
the development of a continental imaginary highly attuned to the objectives of U.S. imperialism, while often
betraying an unsettling awareness of resistance and diversity beyond the border.
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From reader reviews:

Darcie Hartman:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Territories of Empire: U.S.
Writing from the Louisiana Purchase to Mexican Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary
History) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Celia Norton:

The guide with title Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from the Louisiana Purchase to Mexican
Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) has lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Jamerson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from the Louisiana
Purchase to Mexican Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from the Louisiana
Purchase to Mexican Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary History).

Gary Forsyth:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from the
Louisiana Purchase to Mexican Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) or perhaps
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from the Louisiana Purchase to Mexican Independence (Oxford



Studies in American Literary History) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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