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Why study women and the industrial revolution? Deborah Valenze's groundbreaking reassessment of this
classic problem in European history reminds us that questions of gender and work are at the center of our
experience in the modern world.
Too often, the study of industrialization charts an inevitable and largely technological course. Valenze sets
aside this approach in order to examine the underlying assumptions about gender and work that informed the
transformation of English society, and in turn, our ideas about economic progress. How did England change
from an agriculturally based nation, in which female labor played an active and acknowledged part, to an
industrial power resting on a notion of male productivity? Through selective treatments of agriculture,
spinning, and cottage industries, Valenze shows how the rise of values of productivity and rationality
subordinated women of the working class and strengthened an emerging ethos of individualism. She also
analyzes the influential ideas of Thomas Malthus, Hannah More, and other authors, whose publications
reinforced these same tendencies in the early nineteenth century. In an elegant and compelling account,
Valenze charts the birth of a new economic order resting on social and sexual hierarchies which remain a
part of our contemporary lives.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The First Industrial Woman. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The
First Industrial Woman. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Fletcher:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The First
Industrial Woman. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Michael Bradley:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The First Industrial
Woman is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tammy Robinson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book The First
Industrial Woman. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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