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From ancient times to the present day, Iranian social, political, and economic life has been dramatically
influenced by psychoactive agents. This book looks at the stimulants that, as put by a longtime resident of
seventeenth-century Iran, Raphaël du Mans, provided Iranians with damagh, gave them a “kick,” got them
into a good mood. By tracing their historical trajectory and the role they played in early modern Iranian
society (1500–1900), Rudi Matthee takes a major step in extending contemporary debates on the role of
drugs and stimulants in shaping the modern West. At once panoramic and richly detailed, The Pursuit of
Pleasure examines both the intoxicants known since ancient times—wine and opiates—and the stimulants
introduced later—tobacco, coffee, and tea—from multiple angles. It brings together production, commerce,
and consumption to reveal the forces behind the spread and popularity of these consumables, showing how
Iranians adapted them to their own needs and tastes and integrated them into their everyday lives. Matthee
further employs psychoactive substances as a portal for a set of broader issues in Iranian history—most
notably, the tension between religious and secular leadership. Faced with reality, Iran’s Shi`i ulama turned a
blind eye to drug use as long as it stayed indoors and did not threaten the social order. Much of this
flexibility remains visible underneath the uncompromising exterior of the current Islamic Republic.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Diaz:

The event that you get from The Pursuit of Pleasure: Drugs and Stimulants in Iranian History, 1500-1900
could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Pursuit of Pleasure: Drugs and Stimulants
in Iranian History, 1500-1900 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making
it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of The Pursuit of Pleasure: Drugs and Stimulants in Iranian History, 1500-1900 instantly.

Evelyn Garcia:

This book untitled The Pursuit of Pleasure: Drugs and Stimulants in Iranian History, 1500-1900 to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your
list.

Lillian Carlucci:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Pursuit of Pleasure: Drugs and
Stimulants in Iranian History, 1500-1900 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Pursuit of Pleasure: Drugs and Stimulants in
Iranian History, 1500-1900 become your own starter.

William McCown:

The book untitled The Pursuit of Pleasure: Drugs and Stimulants in Iranian History, 1500-1900 contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
go through.
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