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Prasenjit Duara offers the first systematic account of the relationship between the nation-state, nationalism,
and the concept of linear history. Focusing primarily on China and including discussion of India, Duara
argues that many historians of postcolonial nation-states have adopted a linear, evolutionary history of the
Enlightenment/colonial model. As a result, they have written repressive, exclusionary, and incomplete
accounts.

The backlash against such histories has resulted in a tendency to view the past as largely constructed,
imagined, or invented. In this book, Duara offers a way out of the impasse between constructionism and the
evolving nation; he redefines history as a series of multiple, often conflicting narratives produced
simultaneously at national, local, and transnational levels. In a series of closely linked case studies, he
considers such examples as the very different histories produced by Chinese nationalist reformers and
partisans of popular religions, the conflicting narratives of statist nationalists and of advocates of federalism
in early twentieth-century China. He demonstrates the necessity of incorporating contestation, appropriation,
repression, and the return of the repressed subject into any account of the past that will be meaningful to the
present. Duara demonstrates how to write histories that resist being pressed into the service of the national
subject in its progress—or stalled progress—toward modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Rescuing History from the Nation: Questioning Narratives of
Modern China. Try to the actual book Rescuing History from the Nation: Questioning Narratives of Modern
China as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Orville Norman:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Rescuing History from the Nation: Questioning Narratives of Modern China is kind of book which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Adeline Bonds:

The book Rescuing History from the Nation: Questioning Narratives of Modern China has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Sheila Rivera:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top listing
in your reading list is usually Rescuing History from the Nation: Questioning Narratives of Modern China.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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