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This volume introduces what has sometimes been called "the third component of western culture". It traces
the historical development of those religious traditions which have rejected a world view based on the
primacy of pure rationality or doctrinal faith, emphasizing instead the importance of inner enlightenment or
gnosis: a revelatory experience which was typically believed to entail an encounter with one's true self as
well as with the ground of being, God. The contributors to this book demonstrate this perspective as
fundamental to a variety of interconnected traditions. In Antiquity, one finds the gnostics and hermetics; in
the Middle Ages several Christian sects. The medieval Cathars can, to a certain extent, be considered part of
the same tradition. Starting with the Italian humanist Renaissance, hermetic philosophy became of central
importance to a new religious synthesis that can be referred to as Western Esotericism". The development of
this tradition is described from Renaissance hermeticists and practitioners of spiritual alchemy to the
emergence of Rosicrucianism and Christian theosophy in the seventeenth century, and from post-
enlightenment aspects of Romanticism and occultism to the present-day New Age movement.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Puccio:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times
(SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions). Try to face the book Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity
to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) as your close friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

George Kirby:

The book with title Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western
Esoteric Traditions) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

William Wright:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Gnosis and Hermeticism from
Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Gnosis and
Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) become your
starter.

Lucille Yang:

Beside this specific Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western
Esoteric Traditions) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Gnosis and Hermeticism from
Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) because this book offers for you



readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to
read it from currently!
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