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American Grace is a major achievement, a groundbreaking examination of religion in America.

Unique among nations, America is deeply religious, religiously diverse, and remarkably tolerant. But in
recent decades the nation’s religious landscape has been reshaped.

America has experienced three seismic shocks, say Robert Putnam and David Campbell. In the 1960s,
religious observance plummeted. Then in the 1970s and 1980s, a conservative reaction produced the rise of
evangelicalism and the Religious Right. Since the 1990s, however, young people, turned off by that linkage
between faith and conservative politics, have abandoned organized religion. The result has been a growing
polarization—the ranks of religious conservatives and secular liberals have swelled, leaving a dwindling
group of religious moderates in between. At the same time, personal interfaith ties are strengthening.
Interfaith marriage has increased while religious identities have become more fluid. Putnam and Campbell
show how this denser web of personal ties brings surprising interfaith tolerance, notwithstanding the so-
called culture wars.

American Grace is based on two of the most comprehensive surveys ever conducted on religion and public
life in America. It includes a dozen in-depth profiles of diverse congregations across the country, which
illuminate how the trends described by Putnam and Campbell affect the lives of real Americans.

Nearly every chapter of American Grace contains a surprise about American religious life. Among them:

• Between one-third and one-half of all American marriages are interfaith;

• Roughly one-third of Americans have switched religions at some point in their lives;

• Young people are more opposed to abortion than their parents but more accepting of gay marriage;

• Even fervently religious Americans believe that people of other faiths can go to heaven;

• Religious Americans are better neighbors than secular Americans: more generous with their time and
treasure even for secular causes—but the explanation has less to do with faith than with their communities of
faith;

• Jews are the most broadly popular religious group in America today.

American Grace promises to be the most important book in decades about American religious life and an
essential book for understanding our nation today.
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From reader reviews:

Lashunda McCloud:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is
this American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us.

Hayden Wright:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us this e-book consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Rachel Cady:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites
Us. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

John Fouts:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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