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Why did the first civilizations emerge when and where they did? How did Islam become a unifying
force in the world of its birth? What enabled the West to project its goods and power around the
world from the fifteenth century on? Why was agriculture invented seven times and the steam engine
just once?

World-historical questions such as these, the subjects of major works by Jared Diamond, David Landes, and
others, are now of great moment as global frictions increase. In a spirited and original contribution to this
quickening discussion, two renowned historians, father and son, explore the webs that have drawn humans
together in patterns of interaction and exchange, cooperation and competition, since earliest times. Whether
small or large, loose or dense, these webs have provided the medium for the movement of ideas, goods,
power, and money within and across cultures, societies, and nations. From the thin, localized webs that
characterized agricultural communities twelve thousand years ago, through the denser, more interactive
metropolitan webs that surrounded ancient Sumer, Athens, and Timbuktu, to the electrified global web that
today envelops virtually the entire world in a maelstrom of cooperation and competition, J. R. McNeill and
William H. McNeill show human webs to be a key component of world history and a revealing framework of
analysis. Avoiding any determinism, environmental or cultural, the McNeills give us a synthesizing picture
of the big patterns of world history in a rich, open-ended, concise account.
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From reader reviews:

Joy Hanson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Human
Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ruth Haakenson:

The reserve untitled The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History is the reserve that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Kelli Smith:

The actual book The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History has a lot associated with on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Micheal Goggin:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This book The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History was filled about science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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