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In A Fine Romance, David Lehman looks at the formation of the American songbook—the timeless numbers
that became jazz standards, iconic love songs, and sound tracks to famous movies—and explores the
extraordinary fact that this songbook was written almost exclusively by Jews.

An acclaimed poet, editor, and cultural critic, David Lehman hears America singing—with a Yiddish accent.
He guides us through America in the golden age of song, when “Embraceable You,” “White Christmas,”
“Easter Parade,” “Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered,” “Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man,” “My Romance,”
“Cheek to Cheek,” “Stormy Weather,” and countless others became nothing less than the American sound
track. The stories behind these songs, the shows from which many of them came, and the shows from which
many of them came, and the composers and lyricists who wrote them give voice to a specifically American
saga of love, longing, assimilation, and transformation.

Lehman’s analytical skills, wit, and exuberance infuse this book with an energy and a tone like no other: at
once sharply observant, personally searching, and attuned to the songs that all of us love. He helps us
understand how natural it should be that Wizard of Oz composer Harold Arlen was the son of a cantor who
incorporated “Over the Rainbow” into his Sabbath liturgy, and why Cole Porter—the rare non-Jew in this
pantheon of musicians who wrote these classic songs shaped America even as America was shaping them.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Baker:

This A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American Songs (Jewish Encounters Series) book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. That A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American Songs (Jewish
Encounters Series) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American Songs (Jewish
Encounters Series) can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters,
American Songs (Jewish Encounters Series) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Mary Stock:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American
Songs (Jewish Encounters Series) as your daily resource information.

Tammy Robinson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is A
Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American Songs (Jewish Encounters Series).

Mary Adams:

This A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American Songs (Jewish Encounters Series) is great reserve for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word
or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American Songs (Jewish



Encounters Series) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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