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Lacan and the Matter of Origins traces the development of Lacan's thinking about the role of the mother in
psychical formation. It examines the conceptual struggle throughout his work over issues of maternal agency
in relation to the constitution of human subjectivity, and the theoretical, historical, and autobiographical
reasons for this struggle. Lacan is widely held to emphasize the paternal dimension of human subjectivity
and the phallic signifier. This book demonstrates that the mother occupies a crucial position in the Lacanian
project, even if the maternal relation is not systematically theorized. The maternal figure appears as a
Cheshire Cat who fades away and reappears at different times.

The book traces the major shifts in Lacan's understanding of the maternal within an intertextual framework
that includes Augustine, Klein, Kojève, and Rank. Pursuing in Lacan's writings the sometimes contradictory
or unassimilable functions of the mother, the book closely tracks his variations on and departures from the
Freudian definition of such concepts as primary identification, narcissism, castration, deferred action, and the
death drive. Lacan's major contribution to twentieth-century thought emerges here in the context of his
ostensibly loyal yet revisionist stance toward Freud as his major precursor in the psychoanalytic field.

For those reading Lacan's often recondite work for the first time, Lacan and the Matter of Origins provides
an accessible point of entry, with its clear explication of key terms together with their historical and
conceptual background. For readers familiar with Lacanian theory, the book offers a reconceptualization of
the evolution of his teachings from literary-critical, cultural, and biographical perspectives; it also presents a
new approach to Lacan through the interplay of influences integral to the formation of his revisionary
thought.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Natal:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Lacan and the Matter of Origins is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Jeremy Smith:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you studying
a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it anything.
Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Lacan and the Matter
of Origins, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Raul Warren:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Lacan and
the Matter of Origins.

Ronald Cleary:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Lacan and the Matter of Origins
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you are able to pick Lacan and the Matter of Origins become your personal starter.
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