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A grand and panoramic biograhical history of the giants of classical music, The Lives and Times of Great
Composers is a new, unique, and lovingly constructed modern reference--and a beguiling read which you
will return to again and again.

Interlinked yet self-contained, each chapter distills the life of one or more composers, set against the social,
political, musical, and cultural background of the time. Read the story of Bach, the respectable burgher,
much of whose vast output was composed amidst petty turf disputes in Luteran Leipzig; or the ugly,
argumentative Beethoven, obsessed by his laundry; or Mozart, the over-exploited infant prodigy whose
untimely death was shrouded in rumor; or the ghastly death of Donizetti and Smetana. Read about Verdi,
who composed against the background of the Italian Risorgimento, or about the family life of the Wagners;
and Brahms, who rose from the slums of Hamburg to become a devotee of beer and coffee in fin-de-siecle
Vienna, a cultural capital bent on destroying Mahler.

Michael Steen paints a vivid portrait of the tumultuous times in which these brilliant, yet flawed, human
beings labored--a tour of 350 years of European history. From Handel's London and the speculative financial
frenzy of the "South Sea bubble"; to the courts of petty German princelings and the ornate and sleazy
Dresden; to the astonishingly creative Vienna of Beethoven and Schubert; to the opera in 19th-century Paris
and Bizet in the Franco-Prussian War and the Commune; to the Majorca of Chopin, to the Russia of
Tchaikovsky and the Siege of Leningrad, just one of the many horrors which Shostakovich had to survive.
We encounter, too, painters such as Renoir and Manet, literary figures like Zola, Proust, and Dostoyevsky,
and religious leaders such as Pope Pius IX and Cardinal Newman. Great Composers paints in broad
brushstrokes the culture of a continent far wider than music.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

This book untitled The Lives and Times of the Great Composers to be one of several books which best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Leticia Nielson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Lives and Times of the Great Composers it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Joe Bell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Lives and Times of the Great Composers why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

John Razo:

You may get this The Lives and Times of the Great Composers by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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