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Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Classicist and romanticist. Progressive and
reactionary. Since the eighteenth century, Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been said to be all of these things. Few
philosophers have been the subject of as much or as intense debate, yet almost everyone agrees that
Rousseau is among the most important and influential thinkers in the history of political philosophy. This
new edition of his major political writings, published in the year of the three-hundredth anniversary of his
birth, renews attention to the perennial importance of Rousseau’s work.

 
The book brings together superb new translations by renowned Rousseau scholar John T. Scott of three of
Rousseau’s works: the Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, the Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality Among Men, and On the Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his
well-known conception of the natural goodness of man and the problems posed by life in society. With the
Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major thinker to argue that democracy is the only legitimate form
of political organization. Scott’s extensive introduction enhances our understanding of these foundational
writings, providing background information, social and historical context, and guidance for interpreting the
works. Throughout, translation and editorial notes clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately
familiar to most readers.
 
The three works collected in The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau represent an important
contribution to eighteenth-century political theory that has exerted an extensive influence on generations of
thinkers, beginning with the leaders of the French Revolution and continuing to the present day. The new
translations on offer here will be welcomed by a wide readership of both Rousseau scholars and readers with
a general interest in political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Rosado:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two
"Discourses" and the "Social Contract".

Nicole Norris:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Major
Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" suitable to
you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled The Major Political
Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract"is a single of several
books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this book.

Dallas Richardson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two
"Discourses" and the "Social Contract".

Miguel Lynch:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Major Political
Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" which is obtaining the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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