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Widely regarded as one of the most profound critics of our time, René Girard has pursued a powerful line of
inquiry across the fields of the humanities and the social sciences. His theories, which the French press has
termed "l'hypothèse girardienne," have sparked interdisciplinary, even international, controversy. In The
Scapegoat, Girard applies his approach to "texts of persecution," documents that recount phenomena of
collective violence from the standpoint of the persecutor?documents such as the medieval poet Guillaume de
Machaut's Judgement of the King of Navarre, which blames the Jews for the Black Death and describes their
mass murder.

Girard compares persecution texts with myths, most notably with the myth of Oedipus, and finds strikingly
similar themes and structures. Could myths regularly conceal texts of persecution? Girard's answers lies in a
study of the Christian Passion, which represents the same central event, the same collective violence, found
in all mythology, but which is read from the point of view of the innocent victim. The Passion text provides
the model interpretation that has enabled Western culture to demystify its own violence?a demystification
Girard now extends to mythology.

Underlying Girard's daring textual hypothesis is a powerful theory of history and culture. Christ's rejection of
all guilt breaks the mythic cycle of violence and the sacred. The scapegoat becomes the Lamb of God; "the
foolish genesis of blood-stained idols and the false gods of superstition, politics, and ideologies" are
revealed.
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From reader reviews:

John Tillery:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Scapegoat. Try to make the book The Scapegoat as your good friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Mary Diaz:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Scapegoat will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Alberto Alvarez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Scapegoat book as beginner and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sean Ward:

This The Scapegoat are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Scapegoat can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this The Scapegoat forcing you to have an enormous of experience such
as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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