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Historians have exhaustively documented how African Americans gained access to electoral politicsin the
mid-1960s, but few have scrutinized what happened next, and the small body of work that does consider the
aftermath of the civil rights movement is ailmost entirely limited to the Black Power era. In Rumor,
Repression, and Racial Palitics, George Derek Musgrove pushes much further, examining black elected
officials’ allegations of state and news media repression?what they called “harassment” 2to gain new insight
into the role of race in U.S. politics between 1965 and 1995.

Drawing from untapped sources, including interviews he conducted with twenty-five sitting and former
black members of Congress, Musgrove tells new stories and reinterprets familiar events. His cast of
charactersincludes Julian Bond, Adam Clayton Powell Jr., Alcee Hastings, Ronald Dellums, Richard
Arrington, and Marion Barry, aswell aswhite political figures like Newt Gingrich and Jefferson Sessions.
Throughout, Musgrove connects patterns of surveillance, counterintelligence, and disproportionate
investigation of black elected officials to the broader political culture. In so doing, he reveals new aspects of
the surveillance state of the late 1960s, the rise of adversary journalism and good government reformsin the
wake of Watergate, the officia corruption crackdown of the 1980s, and the alure of conspiracy theory to
African Americans seeking to understand the harassment of their elected |eadership.

Moving past the old debate about whether there was a conscious conspiracy against black officials,
Musgrove explores how the perception of harassment shaped black political thought in the post—civil rights
era. The result is afield-defining work by amajor new intellectua voice.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Rowe:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Rumor,
Repression, and Racial Palitics: How the Harassment of Black Elected Officials Shaped Post-Civil Rights
America (Since 1970: Histories of Contemporary America Ser.)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Nancy Smith:

A lot of people always spent al their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here islook different you can read
anew book. It isrealy fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent al day long to
reading areserve. The book Rumor, Repression, and Racial Politics: How the Harassment of Black Elected
Officials Shaped Post-Civil Rights America (Since 1970: Histories of Contemporary America Ser.) itis
extremely good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book.
Y ou can mQore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book features
high quality.

Michadl Hamlin:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people lovesto examine abook. When you learn a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Rumor, Repression, and Racial Politics: How the Harassment of Black Elected
Officials Shaped Post-Civil Rights America (Since 1970: Histories of Contemporary America Ser.) provide
you with new experience in reading a book.

TaraWinston:

Beside that Rumor, Repression, and Racia Politics: How the Harassment of Black Elected Officials Shaped
Post-Civil Rights America (Since 1970: Histories of Contemporary America Ser.) in your phone, it can give
you away to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got



here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have Rumor, Repression, and Racial Politics: How the Harassment of Black Elected
Officials Shaped Post-Civil Rights America (Since 1970: Histories of Contemporary America Ser.) because
this book offersto your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book in addition to read it from currently!
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