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Today the idea of traveling within the United States for leisure purposes is so commonplace it is hard to
imagine a time when tourism was not a staple of our cultural life. Yet as Richard H. Gassan persuasively
demonstrates, at the beginning of the nineteenth century travel for leisure was strictly an aristocratic luxury
beyond the means of ordinary Americans. It wasn't until the second decade of the century that the first
middle-class tourists began to follow the lead of the well-to-do, making trips up the Hudson River valley
north of New York City, and in a few cases beyond. At first just a trickle, by 1830 the tide of tourism had
become a flood, a cultural change that signaled a profound societal shift as the United States stepped onto the
road that would eventually lead to a modern consumer society.

According to Gassan, the origins of American tourism in the Hudson Valley can be traced to a confluence of
historical accidents, including the proximity of the region to the most rapidly growing financial and
population center in the country, with its expanding middle class, and the remarkable beauty of the valley
itself. But other developments also played a role, from the proliferation of hotels to accommodate tourists, to
the construction of an efficient transportation network to get them to their destinations, to the creation of a
set of cultural attractions that invested their experience with meaning. In the works of Washington Irving and
James Fenimore Cooper and the paintings of Thomas Cole and others of the Hudson River School, travelers
in the region encountered the nation's first literary and artistic movements. Tourism thus did more than
provide an escape from the routines of everyday urban life; it also helped Americans of the early republic
shape a sense of national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Essie Ryan:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the
Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Birth of American Tourism: New York,
the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Pedro Dillon:

Here thing why that The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture,
1790-1835 are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Birth of American Tourism: New
York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835 giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Birth of American Tourism:
New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Birth of
American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835 in e-book can be your
alternate.

Mary Norman:

This The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835 is
great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange
word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American
Culture, 1790-1835 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Kristin Sayler:

This The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835 is



fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit
of digest in reading this The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American
Culture, 1790-1835 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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