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Brevity may be the soul of wit, but it is also much more. In this exploration of the shortest literary
works—wise sayings, proverbs, witticisms, sardonic observations about human nature, pithy evocations of
mystery, terse statements regarding ultimate questions—Gary Saul Morson argues passionately for the
importance of these short genres not only to scholars but also to general readers.

We are fascinated by how brief works evoke a powerful sense of life in a few words, which is why we
browse quotation anthologies and love to repeat our favorites. Arguing that all short genres are short in their
own way, Morson explores the unique form of brevity that each of them develops. Apothegms (Heraclitus,
Lao Tzu, Wittgenstein) describe the universe as ultimately unknowable, offering not answers but ever deeper
questions. Dicta (Spinoza, Marx, Freud) create the sense that unsolvable enigmas have at last been resolved.
Sayings from sages and sacred texts assure us that goodness is rewarded, while sardonic maxims
(Ecclesiastes, Nietzsche, George Eliot) uncover the self-deceptions behind such comforting illusions. Just as
witticisms display the power of mind, "witlessisms" (William Spooner, Dan Quayle, the persona assumed by
Mark Twain) astonish with their spectacular stupidity.

Nothing seems further from these short works than novels and epics, but the shortest genres often set the tone
for longer ones, which, in turn, contain brilliant examples of short forms. Morson shows that short genres
contribute important insights into the history of literature and philosophical thought. Once we grasp the role
of aphorisms in Herodotus, Samuel Johnson, Dostoevsky, and even Tolstoy, we see their masterpieces in an
entirely new light.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Long and Short of It: From Aphorism to Novel suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer
in this era. Often the book untitled The Long and Short of It: From Aphorism to Novelis the main of several
books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with
this book.

James Kline:

Precisely why? Because this The Long and Short of It: From Aphorism to Novel is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Samuel Potter:

You can get this The Long and Short of It: From Aphorism to Novel by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

April Cotton:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the The Long and Short of It: From Aphorism to Novel when you necessary
it?
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