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The pantheon of big-budget, commercially successful films encompasses a range of genres, including

biblical films, war films, romances, comic-book adaptations, animated features, and historical epics. In
Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History authors Sheldon Hall and Steve Neale discuss the
characteristics, history, and modes of distribution and exhibition that unite big-budget pictures, from their
beginnings in the late nineteenth century to the present. Moving chronologically, the authors examine the
roots of today's blockbuster in the "feature,” "specia," "superspecial," "roadshow," "epic,” and "spectacl€" of
earlier eras, with special attention to the characteristics of each type of picture.

In thefirst section, Hall and Neale consider the beginnings of features, specials, and superspecialsin
American cinema, as the terms came to define not the length of afilm but its marketable stars or larger
budget. The second section investigates roadshowing as a means of distributing specials and the changesto
the roadshow that resulted from the introduction of synchronized sound in the 1920s. In the third section, the
authors examine the phenomenon of epics and spectacles that arose from films like Gone with the Wind,
Samson and Deliliah, and Spartacus and continues to evolve today in films like Spider-Man and Pearl
Harbor. In this section, Hall and Neale consider advances in visual and sound technology and the effects and
costs they introduced to the industry.

Scholars of film and television studies as well as readers interested in the history of American moviemaking
will enjoy Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters.
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From reader reviews:
Marie Guinn:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for you personally but the problems coming to apersonis
you don't know what one you should start with. This Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood
History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Robert Alleman:

The guide untitled Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to
Film and Media Series) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of research when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Epics,
Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series)
from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

Robert Lee

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some peopl e likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Epics, Spectacles, and
Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) or even others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Epics,
Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approachesto Film and Media Series)
to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Amanda Bernard:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever ssimply by searching fromit. Itis
known as of book Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to
Film and Media Series). Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide.
It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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