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When it comes to reporting on politics, nobody does it smarter or funnier than bestselling author Molly Ivins.
In Shrub, Ivins focuses her Texas-size smarts on the biggest politician in her home state: George Walker
Bush, or "Shrub," as Ivins has nicknamed Bush the Younger.
        
A candidate of vague speeches and an ambiguous platform, Bush leads the pack of GOP 2000 presidential
hopefuls; "Dubya" could very well be our next president. What voters need now is an original, smart, and
accessible analysis of Bush--one that leaves the "youthful indiscretions" to the tabloids and gets to the heart
of his policies and motivations. Ivins is the perfect woman for the job.
        
With her trademark wit and down-home wisdom, Molly Ivins shares three pieces of advice on judging a
politician: "The first is to look at the record. The second is to look at the record. And third, look at the
record." In this book, Ivins takes a good, hard look at the record of the man who could be the leader of the
free world. Beginning with his post-college military career, Ivins tracks Dubya's winding, sometimes
unlikely path from a failed congressional bid to a two-term governorship. Bush has made plenty of friends
and supporters along the way, including Texas oil barons, evangelist Billy Graham, and co-investors in the
Texas Rangers baseball team. "You would have to work at it to dislike the man," she writes. But for all of
Bush's likeability, Ivins points to a disconcerting lack of political passion from this ascending presidential
candidate. In her words, "If you think his daddy had trouble with 'the vision thing,' wait till you meet this
one."
        
Witty, trenchant, and on target, Ivins gives a singularly perceptive and entertaining analysis of George W.
Bush. To head to the voting booth without it would be downright un-American.

From Shrub: The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush

"        The past is prologue in politics. If a politician is left, right, weak, strong, given to the waffle or the flip-
flop, or, as sometimes happens, an able soul who performs well under pressure, all that will be in the record."

 ¸         Bush's welfare record: "Texas pols like to 'git tuff' on crime, welfare, commies, and other bad stuff.
Bush proposed to git tuff on welfare recipients by ending the allowance for each additional child--which in
Texas is $38 a month."

 ¸         Bush and the Christian right: "Bush has learned to dance with the Christian right. It has been
interesting and amusing to watch the process. Interesting because it's sometimes hard to tell who's leading
and who's following; amusing because when a scion of Old Yankee money gets together with a televangelist
with too much Elvis, the result is swell entertainment."

 ¸         Bush's environmental record: Since Governor Bush's election, Texas air quality has been rated the
worst in the nation, leading all fifty states in overall toxic releases, recognized carcinogens in the air, cancer
risk, and ten other categories of pollutants.

 ¸         Bush's military career: "Bush was promoted as the Texas Air National Guard's anti-drug poster boy,



one of life's little ironies given the difficulty he has had answering cocaine questions all these years later.
'George Walker Bush is one member of the younger generation who doesn't get his kicks from pot or hashish
or speed,' reads a Guard press release of 1970. 'Oh, he gets high, all right, but not from narcotics.'"

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

The book Shrub : The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Shrub : The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Shrub : The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Carlton Solley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Shrub : The Short but
Happy Political Life of George W. Bush is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kyle Guthrie:

This Shrub : The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush are usually reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Shrub : The Short but Happy Political Life
of George W. Bush can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Shrub : The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

David McKenney:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Shrub : The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.
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