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This sweeping literary encounter with the Western idea of the city moves from the early novel in England to
the apocalyptic cityscapes of Thomas Pynchon. Along the way, Richard Lehan gathers a rich entourage that
includes Daniel Defoe, Charles Dickens, Emile Zola, Bram Stoker, Rider Haggard, Joseph Conrad, James
Joyce, Theodore Dreiser, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Raymond Chandler. The European city is read against the
decline of feudalism and the rise of empire and totalitarianism; the American city against the phenomenon of
the wilderness, the frontier, and the rise of the megalopolis and the decentered, discontinuous city that
followed.

Throughout this book, Lehan pursues a dialectic of order and disorder, of cities seeking to impose their
presence on the surrounding chaos. Rooted in Enlightenment yearnings for reason, his journey goes from
east to west, from Europe to America. In the United States, the movement is also westward and terminates in
Los Angeles, a kind of land's end of the imagination, in Lehan's words. He charts a narrative continuum full
of constructs that "represent" a cycle of hope and despair, of historical optimism and pessimism.

Lehan presents sharply etched portrayals of the correlation between rationalism and capitalism; of the rise of
the city, the decline of the landed estate, and the formation of the gothic; and of the emergence of the city
and the appearance of other genres such as detective narrative and fantasy literature. He also mines
disciplines such as urban studies, architecture, economics, and philosophy, uncovering material that makes
his study a lively read not only for those interested in literature, but for anyone intrigued by the meanings
and mysteries of urban life.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

This The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History book is simply not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This specific The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History without we know teach the
one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The City in
Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The City in
Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Travis Wysocki:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know which one you should start with. This The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural
History is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Theodore Rios:

The book untitled The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Glen Hoffman:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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