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Modern Russian literature has two “first” epochs: secular literature’s rapid rise in the eighteenth century and
Alexander Pushkin’s Golden Age in the early nineteenth. In the shadow of the latter, Russia’s eighteenth-
century culture was relegated to an obscurity hardly befitting its actually radical legacy. And yet the
eighteenth century maintains an undeniable hold on the Russian historical imagination to this day. Luba
Golburt’s book is the first to document this paradox. In formulating its self-image, the culture of the Pushkin
era and after wrestled far more with the meaning of the eighteenth century, Golburt argues, than is
commonly appreciated.
            Why did nineteenth-century Russians put the eighteenth century so quickly behind them? How does a
meaningful present become a seemingly meaningless past? Interpreting texts by Lomonosov, Derzhavin,
Pushkin, Viazemsky, Turgenev, Tolstoy, and others, Golburt finds surprising answers, in the process
innovatively analyzing the rise of periodization and epochal consciousness, the formation of canon, and the
writing of literary history.

Winner, Marc Raeff Book Prize, Eighteenth-Century Russian Studies Association

Winner, Heldt Prize for the Best Book by a Woman in Slavic/Eastern European/Eurasian Studies,
Association for Women in Slavic Studies

Winner, Best Book in Literary and Cultural Studies, American Association of Teachers of Slavic and Eastern
European Languages
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

In other case, little persons like to read book The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian
Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The First Epoch: The Eighteenth
Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's read.

George Harvey:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural
Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) book is readable through you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The First Epoch: The Eighteenth
Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) content conveys
objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The First Epoch: The
Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Edward McCain:

The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for
Pushkin Studies) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The First Epoch: The Eighteenth
Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) yet doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Charles Moreno:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century



and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) can be the solution, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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