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The first decades of the twentieth century were years of dramatic change in Zanzibar, a time when the social,
economic, and political lives of island residents were in incredible flux, framed by the abolition of slavery,
the introduction of colonialism, and a tide of urban migration. Pastimes and Politics explores the era from
the perspective of the urban poor, highlighting the numerous and varied ways that recently freed slaves and
other immigrants to town struggled to improve their individual and collective lives and to create a sense of
community within this new environment. In this study Laura Fair explores a range of cultural and social
practices that gave expression to slaves' ideas of emancipation, as well as how such ideas and practices were
gendered.

Pastimes and Politics examines the ways in which various cultural practices, including taarab music, dress,
football, ethnicity, and sexuality, changed during the early twentieth century in relation to islanders'
changing social and political identities. Professor Fair argues that cultural changes were not merely
reflections of social and political transformations. Rather, leisure and popular culture were critical practices
through which the colonized and former slaves transformed themselves and the society in which they lived.

Methodologically innovative and clearly written, Pastimes and Politics is accessible to specialists and
general readers alike. It is a book that should find wide use in courses on African history, urbanization,
popular culture, gender studies, or emancipation.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Slagle:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Pastimes
and Politics: Culture, Community, and Identity in Post-Abolition Urban Zanzibar, 1890–1945 (Eastern
African Studies)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Patrick Pond:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Pastimes and Politics: Culture, Community, and Identity
in Post-Abolition Urban Zanzibar, 1890–1945 (Eastern African Studies) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Agatha Draper:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Pastimes and Politics: Culture, Community, and
Identity in Post-Abolition Urban Zanzibar, 1890–1945 (Eastern African Studies), you are able to enjoy both.
It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

May Davidson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book Pastimes and
Politics: Culture, Community, and Identity in Post-Abolition Urban Zanzibar, 1890–1945 (Eastern African
Studies). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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