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Famous for its insight into a young, inexperienced soldier’s psychology, Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of
Courage has long been assumed to have been based on little more than magazine articles and veterans’
reminiscences. It also has been subject to various misreadings, including ones unduly influenced by fictional
responses to the wars of the twentieth century. Perry Lentz now draws on more than three decades of
teaching the novel and his own experience as a historical novelist to plumb the historical realities that
actually shaped Crane’s work and to confront these misreadings.

Taking a new look at a classic work that many may feel they already know, Lentz shows how this apparently
impressionistic novel is actually a faithful reflection of Civil War combat based on thorough knowledge
about combat in general and the battle of Chancellorsville in particular. Anchoring the novel’s action firmly
in the Civil War, Lentz challenges the long-standing assumption that Crane did little research for the novel,
arguing that he made extensive use of contemporary sources to fashion an accurate depiction of
Chancellorsville.

Rich with information about infantry combat in the Civil War, from uniforms and weaponry to formations
and battlefield tactics, Lentz’s study invites readers to follow the exploits of Private Henry Fleming of the
304th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment as he and his fellow soldiers participate in this legendary
battle. Lentz shows how Crane evokes a set of traditional responses from his reader and how close reading
expands those responses. He examines Private Fleming’s adventures behind the lines of battle in terms of the
historical situations in which they are set, then explains how Crane repeatedly entices readers into imposing
their initial expectations and final evaluations upon the experiences of this particular soldier.

Lentz also investigates why the novel’s portrayal of its hero’s experiences on the second day of battle is
sometimes ignored and always undervalued. By focusing on events both as they actually unfolded at
Chancellorsville and as Crane depicted Fleming and his comrades experiencing them, he shows how these
soldiers judge themselves, how others judge them, and how a reader can achieve a more sophisticated
understanding of these judgments. Lentz’s work reclaims a place for this novel in the American canon and
enhances our understanding of Crane, of a legendary battle, and of war literature in general.
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Private
Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY),
you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.

Tom Burkhardt:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them
is this Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF
BLUE & GRAY).

Robin Gilbertson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Private Fleming at
Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE &
GRAY) become your own personal starter.

Thomas Burke:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The
Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) reserve written by well-known



writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still hesitation Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and
the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content.
This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.

Download and Read Online Private Fleming at Chancellorsville:
The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE
& GRAY) Perry Lentz #NFEX0K3YBVI



Read Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of
Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) by
Perry Lentz for online ebook

Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE &
GRAY) by Perry Lentz Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books,
good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Private Fleming at Chancellorsville:
The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) by Perry Lentz books to read
online.

Online Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil
War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) by Perry Lentz ebook PDF download

Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF
BLUE & GRAY) by Perry Lentz Doc

Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) by
Perry Lentz Mobipocket

Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) by
Perry Lentz EPub


