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Within the fabric of every stone building is a wondrous story of geological origins, architectural
aesthetics, and cultural history.

You probably don't expect to make geological finds along the sidewalks of a major city, but when natural
history writer David B. Williams looks at the stone masonry, façades, and ornamentations of buildings, he
sees a range of rocks equal to any assembled by plate tectonics. In Stories in Stone, he introduces us to a
three-and-a-half-billion-year-old rock called Morton gneiss that is the color of swirled pink-and-black taffy;
a 1935 gas station made of petrified wood; and a fort in St. Augustine, Florida, that has withstood three
hundred years of attacks and hurricanes, despite being made of a stone (coquina) that has the consistency of a
granola bar.

Williams shows us why a white, fossil-rich limestone from Indiana became the only building stone to be
used in all fifty states; how the construction of the granite Bunker Hill Monument in 1825 led to America's
first commercial railroad; and why Carrara marble?the favorite sculpting material of Michelangelo?warped
so much after only nineteen years on a Chicago skyscraper that all forty-four thousand panels of the stone
had to be replaced. From Brooklyn to Philadephia, from limestone to travertine, Stories in Stone will inspire
readers to realize that, even in the most modern metropolis, evidence of our planet's natural wonders can be
found all around us in building stones that are far less ordinary than we might think at first glance.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Garcia:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Stories in Stone: Travels
Through Urban Geology book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Deborah Martins:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Stories in Stone: Travels Through Urban Geology it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Thomas Major:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Stories in Stone: Travels Through Urban Geology can be your answer
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Raymond Dixon:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Stories in Stone: Travels
Through Urban Geology which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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