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Honoring perhaps the most celebrated and important president in history, the Lincoln Memorial is one of our
most recognized national shrines. It seems impossible to envision the Mall in Washington, D.C. or national
pageantry without it--yet the Lincoln Memorial was almost not built. From the project's inception, the
memorial--a modified Greek temple designed by architect Henry Bacon--gave rise to charged cultural and
aesthetic debate, including arguments about Modernism and Americanism. Christopher Thomas offers the
first detailed analysis of Bacon's design and the memorial as a system, including the statue of Lincoln by
Daniel Chester French. Using extensive archival data, Thomas discusses just why the memorial looks as it
does.

Because the idea of a memorial to Lincoln raised questions of race, the legacy of the Civil War, and lingering
sectional animosities, the project sparked political debate between the legislative and executive branches of
government and between political parties. Thomas traces the long and controversial path of the project,
ranging from the immediate aftermath of the Civil War through the Progressive era, with its mix of novelty,
racism, and imperialism. As he concentrates on the memorial's background, design, construction, reception,
and uses--including the many public demonstrations for civil rights and justice that have taken place there--
Thomas shows that the Lincoln Memorial is not a neutral symbol of America at all but a partisan and racially
coded object, susceptible to appropriation and re-appropriation.

A valuable contribution to American studies, this book combines architecture and art history with American
history and politics. It will appeal to scholars in these fields and to any general reader with an interest in
Lincoln, the early twentieth century, and the monuments of our nation's capital.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Lincoln Memorial and
American Life book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Maria Kim:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Lincoln Memorial and American Life, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Sarah Acres:

This The Lincoln Memorial and American Life is great book for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Lincoln Memorial and
American Life in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Donna Muniz:

This The Lincoln Memorial and American Life is completely new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Lincoln
Memorial and American Life can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better



life in addition to knowledge.
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