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Sitting on pins and needles, anxiously waiting to see what will happen next, horror audiences crave the fear
and exhilaration generated by a terrifying story; their anticipation is palpable. But they also breathe a sigh of
relief when the action is over, when they are able to close their books or leave the movie theater. Whether
serious, kitschy, frightening, or ridiculous, horror not only arouses the senses but also raises profound
questions about fear, safety, justice, and suffering.

From literature and urban legends to film and television, horror's ability to thrill has made it an integral part
of modern entertainment. Thomas Fahy and twelve other scholars reveal the underlying themes of the genre
in The Philosophy of Horror. Examining the evolving role of horror, the contributing authors investigate
works such as Mary Shelley's Frankenstein (1818), horror films of the 1930s, Stephen King's novels, Stanley
Kubrick's adaptation of The Shining (1980), and Alfred Hitchcock's Psycho (1960). Also examined are
works that have largely been ignored in philosophical circles, including Truman Capote's In Cold Blood
(1965), Patrick Süskind's Perfume (1985), and James Purdy's Narrow Rooms (2005). The analysis also
extends to contemporary forms of popular horror and "torture-horror" films of the last decade, including Saw
(2004), Hostel (2005), The Devil's Rejects (2005), and The Hills Have Eyes (2006), as well as the ongoing
popularity of horror on the small screen.

The Philosophy of Horror celebrates the strange, compelling, and disturbing elements of horror, drawing on
interpretive approaches such as feminist, postcolonial, Marxist, and psychoanalytic criticism. The book
invites readers to consider horror's various manifestations and transformations since the late 1700s, probing
its social, cultural, and political functions in today's media-hungry society.
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From reader reviews:

Fanny Rutledge:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book The Philosophy of Horror (Philosophy Of Popular Culture) seemed
to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve The Philosophy of Horror (Philosophy Of Popular Culture) is not only
giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book The Philosophy of Horror
(Philosophy Of Popular Culture). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Shawn Howe:

The ability that you get from The Philosophy of Horror (Philosophy Of Popular Culture) will be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Philosophy of Horror (Philosophy Of Popular Culture)
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific The
Philosophy of Horror (Philosophy Of Popular Culture) instantly.

Bryant Davidson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Philosophy of Horror (Philosophy Of Popular
Culture) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kari Hughes:

The book untitled The Philosophy of Horror (Philosophy Of Popular Culture) contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
study.
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