
Development as Freedom in a Digital Age:
Experiences from the Rural Poor in Bolivia

Björn Sören Gigler

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1464804206
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1464804206
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1464804206


Development as Freedom in a Digital Age: Experiences from
the Rural Poor in Bolivia

Björn Sören Gigler

Development as Freedom in a Digital Age: Experiences from the Rural Poor in Bolivia Björn Sören
Gigler
Under what conditions can new technologies enhance the well-being of poor communities? The study
designs an alternative evaluation framework (AEF) that applies Amartya Sen’s capability approach to the
study of information and communications technologies (ICTs) in order to place people’s well-being, rather
than technology, at the center of the study. The AEF develops an impact chain that examines the mechanisms
by which access to, and meaningful use of, ICTs can enhance people’s “informational capabilities” and
improve people’s human and social capabilities. This approach thus uses people’s individual and collective
capabilities, rather than measures of access or use, as its principal evaluative space.

Based on empirical evidence from indigenous communities’ use of new technologies in rural Bolivia, the
study concludes that enhancing poor people’s informational capabilities is the most critical factor
determining the impact of ICTs on their well-being. Improved informational capabilities, like literacy, do
enhance the human capabilities of poor and marginalized peoples to make strategic life choices and achieve
the lifestyle they value. Evaluating the impact of ICTs in terms of capabilities thus reveals no direct
relationship between improved access to, and use of, ICTs and enhanced well-being; ICTs lead to
improvements in people’s lives only when informational capabilities are transformed into expanded human
and social capabilities in the economic, political, social, organizational, and cultural dimensions of their
lives.

The study concludes that intermediaries are bound to play a central, even fundamental, role in this process.
They help poor communities to enact and appropriate ICTs to their local socio-cultural context so that their
use becomes meaningful for people’s daily lives, enhances their informational capabilities, and ultimately
improves their human and social capabilities.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Wiggins:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Development as Freedom in a Digital Age: Experiences from the Rural Poor
in Bolivia book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer connected with Development as Freedom in a Digital Age: Experiences from the
Rural Poor in Bolivia content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Development as Freedom in a Digital Age: Experiences from the Rural Poor in Bolivia is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Concepcion Maldonado:

Why? Because this Development as Freedom in a Digital Age: Experiences from the Rural Poor in Bolivia is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Octavio Martin:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book Development as Freedom in a Digital Age: Experiences from the
Rural Poor in Bolivia was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you wanted.

Theresa Walker:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Development as Freedom in a Digital
Age: Experiences from the Rural Poor in Bolivia to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide



open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Development as Freedom in a Digital Age:
Experiences from the Rural Poor in Bolivia can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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